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“ As my own experience and observation has been for a 
somewhat limited time, I feel some hesitancy in suggesting any 
plan which involves any radical change in a custom which has 
obtained for so many years that it has become a part of the 
system of conducting prisons, reformatories, insane hospitals, 
etc. It has been customary to provide central or administra¬ 
tion buildings, in which are to be found the general offices of 
the executive department—for superintendent, assistant super¬ 
intendent, and members of the staff, with their corps of clerks, 
stenographers, and helpers necessary in the administration of a 
large institution. In this building there are usually set apart 
a suite of living rooms for the superintendent; also suites of 
rooms for the assistant superintendent and staff. 

“ As an illustration, take a building costing $75,000. One- 
third of this is used for offices for administration purposes. The 
other two-thirds is devoted to the use of the officers for their 
living-rooms, and the cost can be computed as at least one-half 
the whole, or $37,500. These rooms are usually occupied by 
the equivalent of two families. The State is thus providing 
two dwellings at a cost of $18,500 each. These rooms are 
usually large and well built, and must be furnished in a suit¬ 
able manner at quite a large expense. Would not the better 
plan be to provide for these officers a comfortable cottage for 
each family, costing a moderate sum, say $5,000 to $7,000, to 
be located within easy distance of the administration building, 
the unmarried members of the staff to be provided with rooms 
as at present ? I do not think that the State should supply 
these families with food, heat, light, servants ; but that the 
officers should receive a liberal compensation, and each family 
could then conduct their household affairs in accordance with 
their tastes and desires, and not be open to criticism. It would 
also give to the officers a degree of independence not now 
enjoyed by them, and enable them to live as other people do 
and bring up their families apart from the associations incident 
to institution life. 

“ The salaries of these officals having been regulated on 
the basis of furnishing them with their living should now' be 
raised to cover their reasonable expenses. The other officers 
of the State,—governor, auditor, treasurer, judges,—all have 
their separate homes, and the average American citizen is much 
more content with a home of his own than he is with quarters, 
however elegant and well appointed they may be, provided at 
the expense of the State.” 

NEWS AND MISCELLANY. 

The Pavilion Style A copy of the plans for the Cherokee 
of Building. Hospital for Insane in Iowa, show's a 

plan of a very pretty building three stories high. It is built on 



AMERICAN PSYCHIATRY. 4 2 1 

the old radiating plan indeed, but with the following improve¬ 
ments: Every ward has clear views, front, rear and end, se¬ 
curing light, ventilation and practical isolation (corridors con¬ 
nect). Every ward has two large verandas or balconies where 
light and air can be obtained, even when patients cannot get 
out of doors. The corridors connecting the segments do not 
appear long or ungainly or expensive. An elevator is men¬ 
tioned, which should be in every recently built hospital, espec¬ 
ially when, like one for the insane, the heavy burdens of cloth¬ 
ing and other things are continually carried, and the sick and 
infirm are to be considered. 

The chances that a new hospital has with its opportunities 
to adopt improved methods, and its responsibility in that it 
determines the future environments of many decades, bring 
many serious questions. The economical clumping together 
of large groups of insane, regardless of protests, annoyances 
and offences to delicacy, which has been common in the past, 
will soon, we believe, call imperatively for more single rooms 
and less of dormitories. Not less than one out of every five 
patients, we believe, imperatively needs a single room, while 
more than half the remainder appreciate or need either a sin¬ 
gle or a double one; the large dormitories being offensive. In 
building a new hospital a special building for all, or nearly all, 
nurses off the wards, should be seriously considered, especially 
as (unlike the preceding element) it does not increase the ex¬ 
pense. The preparing of a special ward, or better a special 
building for the acute cases should assuredly be considered, as 
also one for the physically sick. The assigning of room or 
rooms for special medical baths, for electrical treatments ar.d 
for surgical work, is much better done at the outset. The 
planning so that plant can be enlarged by special cottage¬ 
shaped buildings needs consideration. Indeed, the cottage 
idea, as a whole, should be well studied, especially for true 
cottages, not dormitory annexes. 

The Roentgen Plio- So rapidly spreading, so freely given 
tograpliic Methods. t0 the WO rld, and contrary to preced¬ 
ent, so easily and successfully confirmed by subsequent observ¬ 
ers, are promising to become of special interest to alienists, 
inasmuch as repeated attempts are being made to photograph 
the brain. In view of the fact that the so-called photographs 
are partly silhouettes, formed by the varied power of varied 
substances (and varied thickness of the same substances) to 
transmit the peculiar light rays ; we do not quite see how it is 
possible with the cranium intact, though we don’t despair of 
some ingenious progress in that direction. 



